l Martin Luther — German priest troubled by his sin, questioned
whether he could ever be good enough to earn God’s love.
Sought to reform the Roman Catholic Church to refocus on
God’s grace.

Prince Frederick of Saxony (Frederick the Wise) — German
prince who respects Luther. Makes money from his large
collection of sacred relics, charging people to view them so
they can spend less time in purgatory. Had Luther kidnapped
to protect him from his enemies in the church.

Johann Tetzel — Priest who toured Germany selling
indulgences to raise money for Roman church. His hard
selling tactics prompted Luther to write his 95 Theses.

Johann von Staupitz — Luther’s mentor and superior in the
Augustinian order. Encourages Luther to read the Bible for
himself. Also listens to Luther’s confessions.

Katerina von Bora (Katie) — German nun who escaped a
convent and eventually married Luther. Devoted wife,
household manager, and mother of 6 children.




Girolamo Aleandro — Italian scholar who attacked Luther,
accusing him of heresy.

Cardinal Cajetan — Catholic cardinal who judged Luther’s
teachings to be heretical.

Pope Leo X — Head of the Roman Catholic Church. He was
raising money by selling indulgences to build bigger churches,
like St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Issued a bull (statement)
condemning Luther. Luther burned it.

Emperor Charles V - As Holy Roman Emperor, he called Martin
Luther to the Diet of Worms in 1521, promising him safe
passage if he would appear. Initially dismissed Luther's idea of
reformation as "An argument between monks". Later outlawed
Luther and his followers.

Andreas Karlstadt — Professor at University of Wittenberg who
supported Luther, but felt he didn’t go far enough in his
reforms.




